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Hearing Date and Time:     January 15, 2026 @ 10:00 a.m. 

 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

-----------------------------------------------------X 

In re:         

        Chapter 11 

BROADWAY REALTY I CO., LLC., et al.,  Case No. 25-11050 (DSJ) 

        (Jointly Administered) 

Debtors. 

-----------------------------------------------------X 

 

DECLARATION IN SUPPORT OF RESTATED 

SUPPLEMENTAL OBJECTION TO CONFIRMATION OF 

PLAN AND TO SALE OF PROPERTIES 

  

BRENT MELTZER declares and says as follows: 

 

1. I am the Chief of the Housing Protection Unit in the Office of the New York State 

Attorney General (“OAG”). 

2. The OAG is New York State’s chief law enforcement agency. The Attorney General 

serves the public interest of all New Yorkers in matters affecting their daily lives, enforcing laws 

to protect consumers, tenants, patients, workers, investors, and charitable donors. The office 

coordinates statewide civil and criminal investigations and promote economic and social justice. 

In 2019, OAG created the Housing Protection Unit to focus specifically on protecting tenants 

and encouraging the preservation of affordable housing.  

3. I submit this declaration in support of the City of New York’s objection to confirmation 

of the Plan and to the sale of the debtor’s properties to Summit Gold Inc. As the chief law 

enforcement agency in New York State, the OAG has an interest in enforcing the laws of New 

York State and protecting the rights of its residents.  
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4. The OAG has significant concerns about Summit Gold Inc. and its ability to manage the 

buildings due to its track record as owner of poorly maintained and dangerous residential 

buildings in New York evidenced by its buildings having thousands of Housing Maintenance 

Code violations for hazardous conditions.  

5. By way of this declaration, the OAG seeks to provide the Court with information relevant 

to whether to grant the City’s request. 

A.   Summit’s History in the New York Residential Market 

6. Upon information and belief, Summit Gold Inc. is a holding company for Summit 

Properties USA. See ECF No. 946. Summit Properties USA is a real estate investment company 

led by Zohar Levy, who is identified as the managing director. See https://www.summit-

properties.com/company.html (last checked Jan. 11, 2026). Summit Properties USA is a 

subsidiary and holding company of Summit Properties Ltd (collectively identified as “Summit”). 

Id. 

7. Prior to 2021, Summit had no experience owing or managing New York City residential 

rental properties. See Summit Properties Ltd, Annual Report and Accounts 2024, available at 

https://www.summit-properties.com/downloads/2025-04-24_SPL_FS_2024.pdf, at 29, Note 5C.  

In 2021, Summit decided to break into the New York City residential rental market and had a 

business plan to partner with a local New York City real estate company to jointly acquire 

properties in New York City through special purpose entity LLCs (“SPE”). Id. Summit funded 

85-95% of the capital while the local partner contributed the remaining capital. Id. The local 

partner was responsible for the ongoing operation of the properties and the SPEs. Id.  

8. Summit reports purchasing 90 residential properties in New York City in 2021 and 2022 

comprising approximately 3000 housing units. Id. As will be discussed below, these properties 

have an inordinate number of Housing Maintenance Code violations and are associated with 
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Chestnut Holdings of New York, Inc and Joel Wiener, who the OAG sued for violation of the 

lead paint prevention laws.  

B. Summit’s Relationship to Denali Management, Chestnut Holdings, and Joel Weiner 

and The High Violation Count Found in Their Buildings 

9. Deed and Mortgage records show that Summit’s local partner is Denali Management 

(“Denali”). Upon information and belief, Denali is owned by Jonathan Wiener, who also owns 

Chestnut Holdings of New York, Inc. (“Chestnut”).1 See Exhibit A (Certificate of Incorporation 

of Chestnut Holdings of New York, Inc.). 

10. Landlords and their property managing agents are required to file Multiple Dwelling 

Registrations with the New York City Department of Housing Preservation and Development 

(“HPD”). See New York State Multiple Dwelling Law § 325. For Summit buildings, the owners 

registered David Tennenbaum as an officer of the individual SPE. They also registered either 

Tennenbaum or Denali as the property managing agent. Tennenbaum and Denali registered their 

address as either 20 South Broadway, Suite 300, Yonkers or 49 West 27th Street, New York each 

of which are in buildings owned by Chestnut Commercial, which, upon information and belief, is 

owned by Jonathan Wiener. See https://chestnutcommercial.com/our-properties/ ((last checked 

Jan. 11, 2026).  

11. David Tennenbaum identifies himself on LinkedIn as Senior Legal Coordinator at 

Chestnut Holdings. See https://www.linkedin.com/in/david-tennenbaum-a3a55a17/ (last checked 

Jan. 11, 2026). 

12. Other employees of Chestnut have also worked on behalf of the SPE and Denali. For 

instance, 776 Crown Street is a 53 unit building in Brooklyn that Summit lists as part of its 

portfolio. See https://www.summit-us.com/properties/776-crown-street (last checked Jan. 11, 

 
1 Upon information and belief, Jonathan Wiener is the brother of the principal of the Debtor, Joel Wiener.  
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2026). According to HPD online records, the building has 258 open Housing Maintenance Code 

violations, 95 of which are immediately hazardous.2   

13. The deed for 776 Crown Street identifies the owner of the property as 776 C LLC with an 

address of c/o Denali Management Inc, 20 South Broadway, Suite 300, Yonkers. See Exhibit B 

(776 Crown Street Deed). As discussed previously, the Yonkers building is owned by Chestnut 

Commercial. 

14. An individual named Ben Rieder signed the mortgage on behalf of 776 C LLC as the 

Chief Operating Officer. See Exhibit C (776 Crown Street Mortgage). At the time Rieder signed 

the mortgage, he was also the Chief Operating Officer of Chestnut and “responsible for 

providing exclusive, full-time services to [Chestnut] . . . .” See Exhibit D (Rieder Lawsuit) at ¶¶ 

13-14). 

15. Jonathan Wiener has also signed mortgages on behalf of Summit entities and those 

buildings also have a high violation count.    

16. For instance, 2390 Creston Avenue is a 21 unit building in the Bronx that Summit lists as 

part of its portfolio. See https://www.summit-us.com/properties/2390-creston-avenue (last 

checked Jan. 11, 2026). According to HPD online records, the building has 193 open Housing 

Maintenance Code violations, 94 of which are immediately hazardous.  

17. The deed for 2390 Creston Avenue identifies 2390 C LLC as the owner and lists its 

address c/o Denali at the Yonkers address. See Exhibit E (2390 Creston Avenue Deed). Jonathan 

 
2 These violations and the Multiple Dwelling Registration information are prima facie evidence of the data and 

conditions therein. New York Multiple Dwelling Law § 328(3) allows New York City Housing Court to take judicial 

notice of HPD online records as if they were certified true under the seal and signature of HPD. 
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Wiener signed the mortgage on behalf of the SPE owner.3 See Exhibit F (2390 Creston Avenue 

Mortgage). 

18.  Similarly, 1025 Longwood Avenue aka 801 Southern Blvd is a 20 unit building in the 

Bronx that Summit lists as part of its portfolio. See https://www.summit-us.com/properties/801-

southern-boulevard (last checked Jan. 11, 2026). According to HPD Online records, the building 

has 139 open Housing Maintenance Code violations, 47 of which are immediately hazardous. 

The deed for 1025 Longwood again lists the owner with an address c/o Denali at the same 

Yonkers address and Jonathan Wiener signed the mortgage. See Exhibit G (1025 Longwood 

Avenue Deed); Exhibit H (1025 Longwood Avenue Mortgage).  

19. The building at 344 East 209th Street is a 32 unit building in the Bronx that Summit lists 

as part of its portfolio. See https://www.summit-us.com/properties/344-east-209th-street (last 

checked Jan. 11, 2026). HPD’s online records show there are 173 open Housing Maintenance 

Code violations, 76 of which are immediately hazardous. The deed again lists the owner with an 

address c/o Denali at the Yonkers address and the mortgage is signed by Jonathan Wiener. See 

Exhibit I (344 East 209th Street Deed); Exhibit J (344 East 209th Street Mortgage).  

20. The building at 2961 Marion Avenue is a 79 unit building in the Bronx that Summit lists 

as part of its portfolio. See https://www.summit-us.com/properties/344-east-209th-street (last 

checked Jan. 11, 2026). HPD’s online records show that there are 229 open Housing 

Maintenance Code violations at the building, of which 67 are immediately hazardous. The deed 

again lists the owner with an address c/o Denali at the Yonkers address and the mortgage was 

signed by Jonathan Wiener. See Exhibit K (2961 Marion Avenue Deed), Exhibit L (2961 Marion 

Avenue Mortgage).  

 
3 Technically, Wiener signed as the managing member of 2390 C S 36 LLC, which in turn is identified as the 

managing member of 2390 C Holding LLC, and which is identified as the sole member of the SPE owner. 
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21. OAG’s Research and Analytics Division has compiled a list of properties owned by 

Summit using HPD Multiple Dwelling Registration data. See Exhibit M (List of Properties). A 

non-exhaustive review of the deeds for these properties show that almost all listed the SPE with 

an address of C/O Denali Management, 20 S. Broadway, Suite 300, Yonkers, NY 10701 and the 

mortgages were signed either by Jonathan Wiener or Ben Rieder. The list of properties also 

shows that the portfolio has an incredibly high violation count which is evidence of neglect, 

disrepair and failure to comply with housing law and habitability requirements.   

22. The high violation count in these buildings is in line with facts developed in a separate 

OAG enforcement action against Summit’s partner Jonathan Wiener and Chestnut. In February 

2020, the OAG sued Chestnut for failing to comply with provisions of New York City’s lead 

poisoning prevention law. See OAG Chestnut Complaint available at 

https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/22837_2020e_the_people_of_the_stat_v_the_people_of_the_

stat_summons_complaint_1.pdf. The suit alleged that Chestnut had put the health of its tenants at 

risk by repeatedly violating the New York City Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Act, which 

requires property owners to take several critical measures to prevent children under six from 

being exposed to lead paint. After a year and a half of litigation, Chestnut settled with the OAG. 

See OAG Chestnut Consent Order and Judgment available at 

https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/22837_2020e_the_people_of_the_stat_v_the_people_of_the_

stat_judgment_to_court_24-1.pdf 

23. The OAG is concerned that Summit, through its partnership with Jonathan Wiener and 

Chestnut, allowed such a high violation count to accumulate in their buildings. Summit has 

owned its portfolio since 2021 and yet still has over 4000 open violations in a portfolio of 3000 

units in 90 buildings.  

25-11050-dsj    Doc 951    Filed 01/12/26    Entered 01/12/26 16:50:52    Main Document 
Pg 6 of 8

https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/22837_2020e_the_people_of_the_stat_v_the_people_of_the_stat_summons_complaint_1.pdf
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/22837_2020e_the_people_of_the_stat_v_the_people_of_the_stat_summons_complaint_1.pdf
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/22837_2020e_the_people_of_the_stat_v_the_people_of_the_stat_judgment_to_court_24-1.pdf
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/22837_2020e_the_people_of_the_stat_v_the_people_of_the_stat_judgment_to_court_24-1.pdf


7 

 

24. To provide context for the high violation count in the portfolio, the Court should be aware 

of comparable enforcement actions by the OAG against other landlords in the real estate market. 

The OAG recently settled a case with Lilmor Management along with the US Attorney’s Office 

for the Southern District of New York for $6.5 million in restitution and penalties. See OAG 

Lilmor Consent Decree available at  https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/court-filings/lilmor-

combined-consent-decree-complaint.pdf. At the time of settlement, Lilmor’s portfolio had 880 

open violations in a portfolio of 2500 units in 49 buildings.  

25. Summit claims it will “retain new residential management firms to be responsible for 

day-to-day property operations” without identifying who these firms will be or whether they 

have the capacity to manage what would be one of the largest portfolios in New York City.4 See 

ECF No. 946. 

26. The OAG has concerns about Summit independent of its partnership with Jonathan 

Wiener and Denali. Summit’s portfolio has a higher violation count per building than Lilmor 

Management and yet it is proposing to more than double its portfolio from 3000 units to a total 

of almost 8000 units. Summit itself has no experience managing residential real estate in New 

York City and its track record in its existing portfolio is troubling.  

27. The OAG agrees with the City that the Bankruptcy court should not confirm a plan to sell 

the Pinnacle properties to Summit where Summit has provided no indication it will own and 

manage the Pinnacle buildings any better than its current portfolio. Instead, the City should be 

given an opportunity to come up with a partner who will be a better steward of these properties. 

Summit’s track record in its current portfolio indicates that it has no capacity to adequately 

oversee a management company and a sale will result in these properties falling into disrepair 

 
4 If it partners with Denali, the OAG strongly objects since Wiener and Denali have allowed the portfolio to 

accumulate an incredibly high violation count and Wiener has a history of non-compliance with housing laws. 
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requiring the city and state to expend resources to correct conditions and potentially commence 

enforcement actions to ensure compliance with habitability laws.  

28. Even if the Court is not inclined to outright reject Summit’s bid, which the OAG believes 

is the appropriate course, it should at the least require Summit to provide a much more detailed 

explanation about how it intends to reverse its history of purchasing buildings that accrue high 

levels of violations, its plan to address the capital needs of the Pinnacle portfolio, and what 

management firm will accomplish this on their behalf. To the extent the Court believes a fact-

finding hearing is required, the OAG is available to appear to offer its expertise in assessing 

Summit’s true intentions with this portfolio and whether it actually has the capacity to be a good 

steward for the 5000 families that call these buildings home.  

 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of New York that the foregoing 

is true and correct. 

 

Dated: New York, New York 

January 12, 2026 

 

 

___________________________ 

Brent Meltzer   

Chief, Housing Protection Unit 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 
------------------------------------------------------------------X 
BENJAMIN RIEDER, 
    Plaintiff, 
 
  -against-    
    
 
CHESTNUT HOLDINGS OF NEW YORK, INC, and  
JONATHAN WIENER,  
 
 
    Defendants. 
------------------------------------------------------------------X 
 
 Plaintiff, Benjamin Rieder (“Plaintiff” or “Mr. Rieder”), by and through his attorneys, Book 

Law LLP, as and for his First Amended Complaint against defendants, Chestnut Holdings of New 

York, Inc. (“Chestnut Holdings” or the “Company”), and Jonathan Wiener, in his individual 

capacity (“Mr. Wiener,” and collectively with Chestnut Holdings, the “Defendants”), alleges as 

follows: 

NATURE OF ACTION 

1. This is an action for breach of contract and violations of New York Labor Law, 

Article 6 arising from Defendants’ failure to pay Plaintiff retirement benefits due under a written 

Retirement Agreement. Plaintiff seeks monetary damages, including contractual benefits, 

liquidated damages, interest, attorneys’ fees, and costs. 

JURISDICTION, VENUE AND PARTIES 

2. This Court has original jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1332(a) 

because the parties are citizens of different States, and the amount in controversy, exclusive of 

costs, exceeds the sum or value of $75,000. 
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3. The events or omissions giving rise to Plaintiff’s claim occurred in this judicial 

district, thus venue is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1391(b)(2).  

4. The Court has personal jurisdiction over Chestnut Holdings because New York is 

its principal place of business and it transacts business in New York within the meaning of CPLR 

302(a), and Plaintiff’s claims arise from Defendants’ activity in this jurisdiction. 

5. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Mr. Wiener in that he is a citizen of, and 

resides in, the State of New York.  

6. This Court also has personal jurisdiction over the Defendants based on the Non-

Qualified Retirement Plan Agreement (the "Retirement Agreement"). According to the Retirement 

Agreement, the parties have agreed to resolve any disputes regarding the Plaintiff's retirement 

benefits by the laws of the State of New York. 

7. Plaintiff Benjamin Rieder is a United States citizen domiciled in Bergen County, 

New Jersey. 

8. At all relevant times, Chestnut Holdings is a New York corporation with its 

principal place of business location at 5676 Riverdale Avenue, Suite 307, Riverdale, New York 

10471 and duly organized and existing under the laws of the State of New York. 

9. Upon information and belief, Mr. Wiener is an individual residing at 5001 Iselin 

Avenue, Bronx, New York 10471.  

10. At all relevant times, Mr. Wiener is the Founder and President of Chestnut 

Holdings. Mr. Wiener is responsible for all hiring, promotion, and termination related to Plaintiff.  

FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

11. Mr. Rieder began employment as a Controller with Chestnut Holdings in 

approximately April 2005.  
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12. Due to Mr. Rieder’s exemplary performance, on July 21, 2009, Mr. Rieder and 

Defendants entered into three agreements: an Employment Agreement (the “Employment 

Agreement”), a Split Dollar Insurance Agreement (the “Insurance Agreement”), and a Retirement 

Agreement.  

13. Pursuant to the Employment Agreement, on July 21, 2009, Mr. Rieder was 

promoted to Chief Operating Officer (“COO”) with a salary of $250,000 and a guaranteed annual 

bonus of $125,000. Attached as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of the Employment Agreement.  

14. Mr. Rieder was responsible for providing exclusive, full-time services to the 

Company and for performing duties as directed by the Chief Executive Officer (“CEO”) or any of 

their designees. Mr. Rieder brought extensive experience and a wealth of real estate knowledge to 

Chestnut Holdings by overseeing the Company's properties and developing strategic initiatives for 

its portfolio. 

15. Mr. Wiener, as President, was responsible for the administration of the Company 

and its personnel, including having the authority to enter into agreements governing employment 

and compensation with senior employees such as Mr. Rieder. 

16. The Company regarded Mr. Rieder as a valuable and integral member of Chestnut 

Holdings and acknowledged his contributions to the Company's success. 

17.  To encourage Mr. Rieder to continue his career at Chestnut Holdings, the parties 

executed the Retirement Agreement. Attached as Exhibit B is a true and correct copy of the 

Retirement Agreement.  

18. Mr. Wiener had the authority to determine and approve payment methods and rates 

for Mr. Rieder, including salary, bonus, and retirement payments, as reflected in the terms of the 

Employment and Retirement Agreements entered into on behalf of Chestnut Holdings. 
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19. Mr. Wiener had supervisory authority over the maintenance and accuracy of 

employment records, agreements, and compensation documentation for Mr. Rieder, including 

execution and retention of all relevant agreements governing Mr. Rieder's employment and 

benefits. 

20. At all relevant times, Mr. Wiener exercised operational control over Mr. Rieder’s 

employment, including playing a direct and integral role in authorizing, overseeing, and ensuring 

the creation, performance, and enforcement of the agreements under which Mr. Rieder’s 

compensation, schedule, and benefits were governed. 

The Retirement Agreement 

21. Section 2(a) of the Retirement Agreement provides that “[s]ubject to the provisions 

of this Agreement, within sixty (60) days after the Retirement Date, the Company shall pay [Mr. 

Rieder] in a single sum of the amount of $1,476,814, provided that [Mr. Rieder] is employed by 

the Company as of the [r]etirement [d]ate.” Id at pg. 2.  

22. The Retirement Agreement outlines three scenarios to determine whether Mr. 

Rieder will receive payment. These scenarios include 1) whether Mr. Rieder voluntarily resigned 

from his position, 2) whether he was terminated for cause, or 3) whether he was terminated without 

cause. See Id at pgs. 2-3.  

23. The Retirement Agreement defines “Cause” to mean: “(i) the commission of any 

act of fraud, material dishonesty, misappropriation or embezzlement, regardless of whether such 

crime is related to an employee of the Company, (ii) the deliberate or intentional failure or refusal 

by Employee to (A) to substantially perform the duties assigned to him as an employee of the 

Company (other than such failure resulting from a Disability), (B) abide by the reasonable 

directives of the Company, or (C) or (sic) devote substantially his business time and attention to 

Case 1:25-cv-05173-AT     Document 31     Filed 11/10/25     Page 4 of 825-11050-dsj    Doc 951-4    Filed 01/12/26    Entered 01/12/26 16:50:52    Exhibit D 
Pg 4 of 8



the business and affairs of the Company, (iii) material nonconformance with the Company’s 

written policies, (iv) Employee’s conviction in the court of law of, or Employee's entering a plea 

of guilty or nolo contendere to, any felony, or (v) an act that is detrimental to the reputation, 

goodwill or business operation of the Company or any of its affiliates.” Id at pg. 1.  

24. According to Paragraph 2(d) of the Retirement Agreement, if the Company 

terminates Mr. Rieder without cause, he is entitled to ten (10) percent of the $1,476,814 at this 

time of termination and an additional ten (10) percent each year until July 21, 2022, at which time 

the applicable percentage shall be equal to one hundred percent (100%). See Id at pg. 2. 

25. Section 2(d) of the Retirement Agreement indicates that in the event, Mr. Rieder is 

terminated from the Company after four years have passed since the commencement of the 

Retirement Agreement, (the “Initial Period”), Mr. Rieder shall be entitled to receive an amount 

equal to the product of the applicable percentage multiplied by $1,476,814.00. Such amount shall 

be payable by the Company to Mr. Rieder within sixty (60) days after the date of termination of 

Mr. Rieder’s employment. Id. 

26. The Retirement Agreement defines “Applicable Percentage” to “be equal to ten 

percent (10%) beginning on July 21, 2013, and shall be increased ten (10) percentage points each 

year thereafter on the anniversary of the effective date until July 21, 2022, at which time the 

Applicable Percentage shall be equal to one hundred percent (100%).” Id.  

27. Mr. Rieder was terminated without cause from his position on May 31, 2024.  

28. Mr. Rieder consistently demonstrated exemplary performance throughout his time 

at the Company. 

29. Mr. Rieder could not have been terminated for cause because his actions did not 

meet the definition of "Cause" as outlined in Section 1(a) of the Retirement Agreement. 
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30. As a result of Defendants terminating Mr. Rieder without cause, he is entitled to 

one hundred percent (100%) of his retirement benefit because the termination took place after July 

21, 2022. See Id. 

31. Following Mr. Rieder’s termination, Mr. Rieder acted as a part-time per diem 

consultant starting on June 1, 2024, at an hourly rate of $300.00, which continued until November 

30, 2024.  

32. Pursuant to the Retirement Agreement, the Company is obligated to pay Mr. Rieder 

$1,476,814 in a single sum within sixty days after his last day of employment.  

33. Defendants have failed and refused to pay the amount due under the Retirement 

Agreement. 

AS AND FOR A FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Breach of Contract Against Chestnut Holdings) 

34. Plaintiff repeats and re-alleges the allegations in the foregoing paragraphs as if fully 

set forth herein.  

35. Plaintiff and Chestnut Holdings entered into a valid and enforceable Retirement 

Agreement. 

36. Chestnut Holdings employed Plaintiff as of the date he earned full entitlement 

under the Retirement Agreement. 

37. Chestnut Holdings breached the Agreement by failing to pay Plaintiff the lump sum 

retirement benefit of $1,476,814 within sixty days. 

38. Plaintiff fulfilled its obligations under the contract by completing his duties as the 

Chief Operating Officer. 
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39. Because of Chestnut Holdings’ repudiation and breach of the Retirement 

Agreement, Plaintiff has and will be injured and deprived of his right under the Retirement 

Agreement to the retirement benefits presently due. 

40. As a result of Chestnut Holdings’ breach, Plaintiff has suffered and continues to 

suffer damages in an amount to be determined at trial, but in any event no less than $1,476,814.00, 

plus interest, costs, disbursements, and attorneys’ fees. 

AS AND FOR A SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 
(Violation of New York Labor Law, Article 6 Against All Defendants) 

41. Plaintiff repeats and re-alleges the allegations in the foregoing paragraphs as if fully 

set forth herein.  

42. Chestnut Holdings and Mr. Wiener are employers of Plaintiff under New York 

Labor Law (“NYLL”) § 190(3).  

43. Mr. Wiener had the authority to determine and approve payment methods and rates 

for Plaintiff, including salary, bonus, and retirement payments, as reflected in the terms of the 

Employment and Retirement Agreements entered into on behalf of Chestnut Holdings. 

44. Mr. Wiener also had supervisory authority over the maintenance and accuracy of 

employment records, agreements, and compensation documentation for Plaintiff, including the 

execution and retention of all relevant agreements governing Plaintiff’s employment and benefits. 

45. The compensation that Plaintiff was entitled to be paid under the Retirement 

Agreement constitutes wages within the meaning of NYLL §190(1).  

46. Mr. Wiener had full operational control over Plaintiff’s wages as defined by NYLL 

§190(1). 

47. In failing to pay Plaintiff the amount due under the Retirement Agreement, 

Defendants have violated NYLL Article 6, § 193.  
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48. The failure of Defendants to pay Plaintiff the amount due under the Retirement

Agreement he has earned was willful and without a good basis.  

49. By reason of the foregoing, Plaintiff has suffered monetary damages in the amount

of no less than $1,476,814.00.  

50. In addition to the entitlement to collect the full amount of the amount due under the

Retirement Agreement, Plaintiff is also entitled to liquidated damages, reasonable attorney’s fees, 

and prejudgment interest under NYLL § 193 for Defendants’ violation of the NYLL.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Benjamin Rieder demands judgement against the Defendants 

Chestnut Holdings of New York, Inc. and Jonathan Wiener, as follows: 

a. On the First Cause of Action, awarding Plaintiff an amount to be determined at trial,

but in any event no less than $1,476,814.00, plus interest, costs, disbursements, and attorneys’ fees; 

b. On the Second Cause of Action, awarding Plaintiff an amount to be determined at

trial, but in any event no less than $1,476,814.00, liquidated damages, interest, costs, 

disbursements, and attorneys’ fees; 

c. Such other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper.

Dated: New York, New York
10, 2025 

BOOK LAW LLP

By: _________________________ 
Chaim B. Book, Esq.  
Jared A. Nossen, Esq.
7 Times Square, 19th Floor
New York, New York 10036
(212) 244-0344
cbook@booklawllp.com
jnossen@booklawllp.com

_____________________
Chaim B. Book, Esq.  
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Distinct Count of ViolationID Column Labels
Row Labels Close Open Grand Total
1025 LONGWOOD AVENUE BRONX NY 10459 219 131 350
1064 WARD AVENUE BRONX NY 10472 837 80 917
1124 STRATFORD AVENUE BRONX NY 10472 360 100 460
1127 SHERIDAN AVENUE BRONX NY 10456 738 123 861
115 EAST 169 STREET BRONX NY 10452 393 24 417
1178 WASHINGTON AVENUE BRONX NY 10456 288 52 340
1344 UNIVERSITY AVENUE BRONX NY 10452 497 66 563
1355 FINDLAY AVENUE BRONX NY 10456 278 18 296
1359 FINDLAY AVENUE BRONX NY 10456 191 10 201
1451 TAYLOR AVENUE BRONX NY 10460 70 33 103
1467 TAYLOR AVENUE BRONX NY 10460 87 19 106
147 WEST 230 STREET BRONX NY 10463 58 34 92
1479 DAHILL ROAD BROOKLYN NY 11204 310 138 448
1515 GRAND CONCOURSE BRONX NY 10452 727 104 831
1529 DAHILL ROAD BROOKLYN NY 11204 645 75 720
17 WEST 125 STREET MANHATTAN NY 10027 196 49 245
1738 UNIVERSITY AVENUE BRONX NY 10453 610 62 672
1760 AMSTERDAM AVENUE MANHATTAN NY 10031 14 14
1764 AMSTERDAM AVENUE MANHATTAN NY 10031 14 1 15
1766 AMSTERDAM AVENUE MANHATTAN NY 10031 6 3 9
1801 MARMION AVENUE BRONX NY 10460 204 43 247
1809 MARMION AVENUE BRONX NY 10460 115 35 150
1818 CLAY AVENUE BRONX NY 10457 223 34 257
2192 AMSTERDAM AVENUE MANHATTAN NY 10032 53 8 61
2208 AMSTERDAM AVENUE MANHATTAN NY 10032 180 27 207
2265 UNIVERSITY AVENUE BRONX NY 10468 346 37 383
2295 GRAND CONCOURSE BRONX NY 10453 139 48 187
230 EAST 167 STREET BRONX NY 10456 153 49 202
2300 GRAND CONCOURSE BRONX NY 10458 555 123 678
2380 CRESTON AVENUE BRONX NY 10468 528 27 555
2390 CRESTON AVENUE BRONX NY 10468 306 147 453
2415 CRESTON AVENUE BRONX NY 10468 9 2 11
2432 WEBB AVENUE BRONX NY 10468 200 30 230
2485 ELM PLACE BRONX NY 10458 295 41 336
2584 CRESTON AVENUE BRONX NY 10468 143 58 201
2585 GRAND CONCOURSE BRONX NY 10468 84 49 133
2593 GRAND CONCOURSE BRONX NY 10468 148 19 167
2609 AQUEDUCT AVENUE WEST BRONX NY 10468 141 34 175
2610 UNIVERSITY AVENUE BRONX NY 10468 153 44 197
268 UNION AVENUE BROOKLYN NY 11211 208 42 250
295 FT WASHINGTON AVENUE MANHATTAN NY 10032 179 52 231
2961 MARION AVENUE BRONX NY 10458 431 205 636
2976 MARION AVENUE BRONX NY 10458 120 40 160
3007 3 AVENUE BRONX NY 10455 89 12 101
3009 3 AVENUE BRONX NY 10455 70 5 75
325 WEST 77 STREET MANHATTAN NY 10024 158 4 162
344 EAST 209 STREET BRONX NY 10467 295 163 458
356 SOUTH 1 STREET BROOKLYN NY 11211 248 48 296
360 SOUTH 1 STREET BROOKLYN NY 11211 220 85 305
364 SOUTH 1 STREET BROOKLYN NY 11211 16 17 33
364 SOUTH 4 STREET BROOKLYN NY 11211 210 19 229
367 EAST 201 STREET BRONX NY 10458 174 71 245
376 SOUTH 4 STREET BROOKLYN NY 11211 107 11 118
381 HOOPER STREET BROOKLYN NY 11211 192 42 234
387 SOUTH 4 STREET BROOKLYN NY 11211 42 23 65
394 HOOPER STREET BROOKLYN NY 11211 320 26 346
4303 BAYCHESTER AVENUE BRONX NY 10466 36 23 59
45 EAST MOSHOLU PARKWAY NORTH BRONX NY 10467 185 29 214
465 EAST 167 STREET BRONX NY 10456 191 54 245
4754 RICHARDSON AVENUE BRONX NY 10470 108 52 160
4755 WHITE PLAINS ROAD BRONX NY 10470 143 40 183
505 EAST 178 STREET BRONX NY 10457 215 33 248
510 EAST 13 STREET MANHATTAN NY 10009 195 47 242
514 EAST 138 STREET BRONX NY 10454 286 96 382
526 EAST 138 STREET BRONX NY 10454 645 114 759
530 EAST 138 STREET BRONX NY 10454 237 58 295
533 EAST 139 STREET BRONX NY 10454 111 51 162
534 EAST 138 STREET BRONX NY 10454 262 40 302
537 EAST 139 STREET BRONX NY 10454 76 23 99
550 EAST 139 STREET BRONX NY 10454 34 6 40
558 WEST 189 STREET MANHATTAN NY 10040 172 27 199
574 EAST 139 STREET BRONX NY 10454 44 5 49
600 TRINITY AVENUE BRONX NY 10455 526 64 590
643 SOUTHERN BOULEVARD BRONX NY 10455 517 135 652
66 WEST 88 STREET MANHATTAN NY 10024 70 27 97
690 ROGERS AVENUE BROOKLYN NY 11226 169 56 225
741 EAST 217 STREET BRONX NY 10467 10 8 18
743 EAST 217 STREET BRONX NY 10467 2 2
745 EAST 217 STREET BRONX NY 10467 5 23 28
776 CROWN STREET BROOKLYN NY 11213 586 256 842
85 MC CLELLAN STREET BRONX NY 10452 128 10 138
86-22 DONGAN AVENUE QUEENS NY 11373 159 85 244
8817 BAY PARKWAY BROOKLYN NY 11214 101 27 128
900 BRONX PARK SOUTH BRONX NY 10460 788 19 807
900 MELROSE AVENUE BRONX NY 10451 489 27 516
984 EAST 15 STREET BROOKLYN NY 11230 21 4 25
Grand Total 20103 4281 24384
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